Readings for August 1, 2010

FIRST LESSON: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

*Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,

vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

2], the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, *“applied my mind to seek
and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy
business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. *I saw all the
deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after
wind.

8] hated all my toil in which | had toiled under the sun, seeing that | must
leave it to those who come after me “— and who knows whether they will be
wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which | toiled and used my
wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. *So | turned and gave my heart up to
despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, *because sometimes
one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be
enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil.
?What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the
sun? **For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at
night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

PSALM: Psalm 49:1-11

Hear this, all you peoples; hearken, all you who dwell in the world,
you of high degree and low, richand poor together.
My mouth shall speak of wisdom,
and my heart shall meditate on understanding.
*| will incline my ear to a proverb
and set forth my riddle upon the harp.
‘Why should I be afraid in evil days,
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,
*the wickedness of those who put their trust in their goods,
and boast of their great riches?
®We can never ransom ourselves,
or deliver to God the price of our life;
for the ransom of our life is so great,
that we should never have enough to pay it,
%in order to live forever and ever,
and never see the grave.
°For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they perish
and leave their wealth to those who come after them.
“Their graves shall be their homes forever,
their dwelling places from generation to generation,
though they call the lands after their own names.
“Even though honored, they cannot live forever;



they are like the beasts that perish.

SECOND LESSON: Colossians 3:1-11

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. *Set your minds on things that
are above, not on things that are on earth, *for you have died, and your life is
hidden with Christin God. “When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you
also will be revealed with him in glory.

*Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). °On account of these the
wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. "These are the ways you
also once followed, when you were living that life. ®But now you must get rid of
all such things — anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your
mouth. °Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self
with its practices “and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. *In that renewal
there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21

BSomeone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
family inheritance with me." *“But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a
judge or arbitrator over you?" **And he said to them, "Take care! Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in the abundance
of possessions.” **Then he told them a parable: "The land of a rich man
produced abundantly. *And he thought to himself, "What should | do, for | have
no place to store my crops?' *Then he said, 'l will do this: | will pull down my
barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods.
“And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years;
relax, eat, drink, be merry." *°But God said to him, "You fool! This very night your
life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they
be?' ?'So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich
toward God."

Readings for August 8, 2010

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 15:1-6

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do
not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." *But
Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" *And Abram said, "You have given



me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." “But the word
of the LORD came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very
own issue shall be your heir." *He brought him outside and said, "Look toward
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them." Then he said to him,
"So shall your descendants be." °And he believed the LORD; and the LORD
reckoned it to him as righteousness.

PSALM: Psalm 33:12-22

Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!
Happy the people he has chosen to be his own!
“The LORD looks down from heaven,
and beholds all the people in the world.
“From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze
on all who dwell on the earth.
“He fashions all the hearts of them
and understands all their works.
There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army;
a strong man is not delivered by his great strength.
“The horseis avain hope for deliverance;
for all its strength it cannot save.
*Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him,
on those who wait upon his love,
“to pluck their lives from death,
and to feed them in time of famine.
®Qur soul waits for the LORD;
he is our help and our shield.
“Indeed, our heart rejoices in him,
for in his holy name we put our trust.
#Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us,
as we have put our trust in you.

SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. ‘Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand
that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was
made from things that are not visible.

®By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that
he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was
going. °By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a
foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of
the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations,
whose architect and builder is God. "By faith he received power of procreation,
even though he was too old — and Sarah herself was barren — because he
considered him faithful who had promised. **Therefore from one person, and this



one as good as dead, descendants were born, "as many as the stars of heaven
and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

BAll of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers
and foreigners on the earth, “for people who speak in this way make it clear that
they are seeking a homeland. *°If they had been thinking of the land that they
had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. **But as it is, they
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40

¥Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give
you the kingdom. **Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief
comes near and no moth destroys. *For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.

*Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; **be like those who are
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may
open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. *’Blessed are those
slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly | tell you, he will fasten
his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. *If he
comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed
are those slaves.

*But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. **You also
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour."

Readings for August 15, 2010

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 61:7-11

‘Because their shame was double,

and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot,
therefore they shall possess a double portion;
everlasting joy shall be theirs.

®For | the LORD love justice,
| hate robbery and wrongdoing;
| will faithfully give them their recompense,
and | will make an everlasting covenant with them.

*Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.



1 will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

PSALM: Psalm 45:11-16

"Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely;
forget your people and your father's house.
“The king will have pleasure in your beauty;
he is your master; therefore do him honor.
¥ The people of Tyre are here with a gift;
the rich among the people seek your favor."
“All glorious is the princess as she enters;
her gown is cloth-of-gold.
* In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king;
after her the bridesmaids follow in procession.
®With joy and gladness they are brought,
and enter into the palace of the king.

SECOND LESSON: Galatians 4:4-7

‘But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, °in order to redeem those who were under the law,
so that we might receive adoption as children. °’And because you are children,
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" ‘So
you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through
God.

GOSPEL: Luke 1:46-55

*And Mary said,
"My soul magnifies the Lord,
“"and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
**for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
*for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
**His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.



*He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
*He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
**he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
**He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
**according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever."

Readings for August 22, 2010

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 58:9b-14

If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
%if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
"The LORD will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
2Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.
“¥If you refrain from trampling the sabbath,
from pursuing your own interests on my holy day;
if you call the sabbath a delight
and the holy day of the LORD honorable;
if you honor it, not going your own ways,
serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs;
“then you shall take delight in the LORD,
and | will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;
| will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

PSALM: Psalm 103:1-8



Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
*Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits.
*He forgives all your sins
and heals all your infirmities;
‘he redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with mercy and lovingkindness;
*he satisfies you with good things,
and your youth is renewed like an eagle's.
*The LORD executes righteousness
and judgment for all who are oppressed.
"He made his ways known to Moses
and his works to the children of Israel.
®The LORD is full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and of great kindness.

SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 12:18-29

BYou have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and
darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, *“and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice
whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them.
“(For they could not endure the order that was given, "If even an animal touches
the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” **Indeed, so terrifying was the sight
that Moses said, "l tremble with fear.") #But you have come to Mount Zion and to
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in
festal gathering, **and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made
perfect, *and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled
blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

»See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not
escape when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less
will we escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! 2°At that time his
voice shook the earth; but now he has promised, "Yet once more | will shake not
only the earth but also the heaven." *This phrase, "Yet once more," indicates the
removal of what is shaken — that is, created things — so that what cannot be
shaken may remain. **Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot
be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship
with reverence and awe; *for indeed our God is a consuming fire.

GOSPEL: Luke 13:10-17

“Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. *And
just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen
years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. *When
Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, "Woman, you are set free from your



ailment.” *When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and
began praising God. *“But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus
had cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, "There are six days on
which work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the
sabbath day." *But the Lord answered him and said, "You hypocrites! Does not
each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead
it away to give it water? *And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham
whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the
sabbath day?" *"When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the
entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing.

Readings for August 29, 2010
FIRST LESSON: Proverbs 25:6-7

°Do not put yourself forward in the king's presence
or stand in the place of the great;
for it is better to be told, "Come up here,"
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
What your eyes have seen

PSALM: Psalm 112

Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD
and have great delight in his commandments!
“Their descendants will be mighty in the land,;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
*Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness wil last forever.
‘Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
°It is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
°For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is right; they put their trust in the LORD.
’Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.
‘They have given freely to the poor,
and their righteousness stands fast forever;
they will hold up their head with honor.
“The wicked will see it and be angry;
they will gnash their teeth and pine away;



the desires of the wicked will perish.
SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,
for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. *Remember
those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are
being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. ‘Let marriage be
held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge
fornicators and adulterers. *Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be
content with what you have; for he has said, "l will never leave you or forsake
you." °So we can say with confidence,

"The Lord is my helper;

| will not be afraid.

What can anyone do to me?"

"Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider
the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. ®Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever. *Through him, then, let us continually offer a
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. **Do not
neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing
to God.

GOSPEL: Luke 14:1, 7-14

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. "When
he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable.
®When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the
place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited
by your host; °and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you,
'Give this person your place," and then in disgrace you would start to take the
lowest place. “But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so
that when your host comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, move up higher’; then
you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. “For all
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be
exalted."

“He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon
or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich
neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. *But
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.
“And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid
at the resurrection of the righteous."
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