Readings for June 6, 2010
FIRST LESSON: 1 Kings 17:17-24

After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill; his
illness was so severe that there was no breath left in him. *She then said to
Elijah, "What have you against me, O man of God? You have come to me to
bring my sin to remembrance, and to cause the death of my son!" **But he said
to her, "Give me your son." He took him from her bosom, carried him up into the
upper chamber where he was lodging, and laid him on his own bed. *He cried
out to the LORD, "O LORD my God, have you brought calamity even upon the
widow with whom | am staying, by killing her son?" ?Then he stretched himself
upon the child three times, and cried out to the LORD, "O LORD my God, let this
child's life come into him again.” ?*The LORD listened to the voice of Elijah; the
life of the child came into him again, and he revived. #Elijah took the child,
brought him down from the upper chamber into the house, and gave him to his
mother; then Elijah said, "See, your son is alive." *So the woman said to Elijah,
"Now | know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in your
mouth is truth."”

PSALM: Psalm 30

| will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
0 LORD my God, | cried out to you,
and you restored me to health.
*You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead;
you restored my life as | was going down to the grave.
*Sing to the LORD, you servants of his;
give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.
°For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye,
his favor for a lifetime.
*Weeping may spend the night,
but joy comes in the morning.
"While | felt secure, | said, "l shall never be disturbed.
You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains."
®Then you hid your face,
and | was filled with fear.
°| cried to you, O LORD;
| pleaded with the LORD, saying,
"What profit is there in my blood, if | go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
"Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me;
O LORD, be my helper."
2You have turned my wailing into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.



“Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;
O LORD my God, | will give you thanks forever.

SECOND LESSON: Galatians 1:11-24

“For | want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was
proclaimed by me is not of human origin; **for I did not receive it from a human
source, nor was | taught it, but | received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

¥You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. | was violently
persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it. **l advanced in
Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for | was far more
zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. *But when God, who had set me
apart before | was born and called me through his grace, was pleased *to reveal
his Son to me, so that | might proclaim him among the Gentiles, | did not confer
with any human being, *'nor did | go up to Jerusalem to those who were already
apostles before me, but | went away at once into Arabia, and afterwards |
returned to Damascus.

¥Then after three years | did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and
stayed with him fifteen days; *but | did not see any other apostle except James
the Lord's brother. #In what | am writing to you, before God, | do not lie! *Then |
went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia, *and | was still unknown by sight to the
churches of Judea that are in Christ; *they only heard it said, "The one who
formerly was persecuting us is now proclaiming the faith he once tried to
destroy." #**And they glorified God because of me.

GOSPEL: Luke 7:11-17

“Soon afterwards he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a
large crowd went with him. **As he approached the gate of the town, a man who
had died was being carried out. He was his mother's only son, and she was a
widow; and with her was a large crowd from the town. *When the Lord saw her,
he had compassion for her and said to her, "Do not weep." **Then he came
forward and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, "Young
man, | say to you, rise!" *The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus
gave him to his mother. **Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God, saying,
"A great prophet has risen among us!" and "God has looked favorably on his
people!" *"This word about him spread throughout Judea and all the surrounding
country.

Readings for June 13, 2010
FIRST LESSON: 2 Samuel 11:26—12:10; 12:13-15

2When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made



lamentation for him. *When the mourning was over, David sent and brought her
to his house, and she became his wife, and bore him a son.

But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD,

And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him,
"There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. ?The rich
man had very many flocks and herds; °but the poor man had nothing but one
little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him
and with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink from his cup,
and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. “Now there came a
traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to
prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man's lamb,
and prepared that for the guest who had come to him." *Then David's anger was
greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, "As the LORD lives, the man
who has done this deserves to die; °he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because
he did this thing, and because he had no pity."

'Nathan said to David, "You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God
of Israel: I anointed you king over Israel, and | rescued you from the hand of
Saul; 8l gave you your master's house, and your master's wives into your bosom,
and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, |
would have added as much more. *Why have you despised the word of the
LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with
the sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the
sword of the Ammonites. °Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your
house, for you have despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to
be your wife. *David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." Nathan
said to David, "Now the LORD has put away your sin; you shall not die.
“Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the LORD, the
child that is born to you shall die." **Then Nathan went to his house.

The LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife bore to David, and it became
very ill.

PSALM: Psalm 32

Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
“Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
*While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
*For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
*Then | acknowledged my sin to you,
and did not conceal my guilt.
° said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD."
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
"Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;



when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
8 ou are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
' will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
| will guide you with my eye.
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
or else they will not stay near you."
Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
2Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

SECOND LESSON: Galatians 2:15-21

®We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; *yet we know
that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus
Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be justified
by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works of the law, because no one will be
justified by the works of the law. *But if, in our effort to be justified in Christ, we
ourselves have been found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin?
Certainly not! *But if | build up again the very things that | once tore down, then |
demonstrate that | am a transgressor. **For through the law | died to the law, so
that | might live to God. | have been crucified with Christ; #*and it is no longer |
who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life | now live in the flesh | live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. #I do not
nullify the grace of God; for if justification comes through the law, then Christ died
for nothing.

GOSPEL: Luke 7:36—8:3

*0One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the
Pharisee's house and took his place at the table. *’And a woman in the city, who
was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee's house, brought
an alabaster jar of ointment. *She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and
began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she
continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment. *Now when the
Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, "If this man were a
prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman this is who is
touching him — that she is a sinner." “Jesus spoke up and said to him, "Simon, |
have something to say to you." "Teacher," he replied, "speak." “A certain
creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.
“When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now which of
them will love him more?" “Simon answered, "l suppose the one for whom he
canceled the greater debt." And Jesus said to him, "You have judged rightly."
“Then turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? |



entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my
feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. “You gave me no kiss, but from
the time | came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. *You did not anoint my
head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. “Therefore, I tell you,
her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown great
love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little." *Then he said to her,
"Your sins are forgiven." “But those who were at the table with him began to say
among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" *And he said to the
woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."

Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and
bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve were with him, “as
well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary,
called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, *and Joanna, the
wife of Herod's steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for
them out of their resources.

Readings for June 20, 2010
FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 65:1-9

| was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask,
to be found by those who did not seek me.
| said, "Here | am, here [ am,"
to a nation that did not call on my name.
?l held out my hands all day long
to a rebellious people,
who walk in a way that is not good,
following their own devices;
%a people who provoke me
to my face continually,
sacrificing in gardens
and offering incense on bricks;
“‘who sit inside tombs,
and spend the night in secret places;
who eat swine's flesh,
with broth of abominable things in their vessels;
*who say, "Keep to yourself,
do not come near me, for | am too holy for you."
These are a smoke in my nostrils,
a fire that burns all day long.
®See, it is written before me:
| will not keep silent, but | will repay;
| will indeed repay into their laps
"their iniquities and their ancestors' iniquities together,



says the LORD;
because they offered incense on the mountains
and reviled me on the hills,
| will measure into their laps
full payment for their actions.
®Thus says the LORD:
As the wine is found in the cluster,
and they say, "Do not destroy it,
for there is a blessing in it,"
so | will do for my servants' sake,
and not destroy them all.
°l will bring forth descendants from Jacob,
and from Judah inheritors of my mountains;
my chosen shall inherit it,
and my servants shall settle there.

PSALM: Psalm 22:18-27

Be not far away, O LORD,;
you are my strength; hasten to help me.
“Save me from the sword,
my life from the power of the dog.
“Save me from the lion's mouth,
my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls.
2| will declare your name to my brethren;
in the midst of the congregation | will praise you.
*Praise the LORD, you that fear him;
stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; all you of Jacob's line, give glory.
#For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither does he hide his face from them,;
but when they cry to him he hears them.
*My praise is of him in the great assembly;
| will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
*The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the LORD shall praise him:
"May your heart live forever!"
*All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD,
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
“For kingship belongs to the LORD;
he rules over the nations.

SECOND LESSON: Galatians 3:23-29
“Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law

until faith would be revealed. *Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until
Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. *But now that faith has come,



we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, *for in Christ Jesus you are all
children of God through faith. ?’As many of you as were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. *There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in
Christ Jesus. *And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham'’s offspring,
heirs according to the promise.

GOSPEL: Luke 8:26-39

*Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite
Galilee. #As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met
him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in
the tombs. *When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top
of his voice, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? |
beg you, do not torment me" — #for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to
come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under
guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be
driven by the demon into the wilds.) *Jesus then asked him, "What is your
name?" He said, "Legion"; for many demons had entered him. *They begged
him not to order them to go back into the abyss.

*Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the
demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission.
*¥Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd
rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.

*When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in
the city and in the country. *Then people came out to see what had happened,
and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had
gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were
afraid. *Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed
by demons had been healed. *Then all the people of the surrounding country of
the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear.
So he got into the boat and returned. *The man from whom the demons had
gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying,
*Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you. So he went
away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.

Readings for June 27, 2010
FIRST LESSON: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

*Then the LORD said to him, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. *°Also
you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint
Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. *So he set out



from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were
twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by
him and threw his mantle over him. ?*He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said,
"Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then | will follow you." Then Elijah
said to him, "Go back again; for what have | done to you?" *He returned from
following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment
from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then
he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant.

PSALM: Psalm 16

Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you;
| have said to the LORD, "You are my LORD, my good above all other."
*All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
*But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
“Their libations of blood | will not offer,
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.
*0 LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
®My boundaries enclose a pleasant land,;
indeed, | have a goodly heritage.
I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
¥l have set the LORD always before me;
because he is at my right hand, | shall not fall.
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
“For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

SECOND LESSON: Galatians 5:1, 13-25

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery.

BFor you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters only do not use
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become
slaves to one another. **For the whole law is summed up in a single
commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." *If, however, you bite
and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.

*Live by the Spirit, | say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. *'For
what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is



opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from
doing what you want. *But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the
law. *Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity,
licentiousness, *idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels,
dissensions, factions, *envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. |
am warning you, as | warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit
the kingdom of God.

#By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, #*gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against
such things. #And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with
its passions and desires. *If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the
Spirit.

GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62

*When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. **And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a
village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; *but they did not receive him,
because his face was set toward Jerusalem. *When his disciples James and
John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from
heaven and consume them?" **But he turned and rebuked them. **Then they
went on to another village.

*’As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "l will follow
you wherever you go." **And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of
the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." *To
another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me go and bury my
father." ®°But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for
you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." ®Another said, "l will follow you,
Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home." *Jesus said to him, "No
one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God."
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